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particulars, between such an act and the act of a
Christian praying to their spirits after their departure
hence, and supplicating them to intercede with the
true God in his behalf: and on this difference Roman
Catholic writers have maintained the total inapplica-
bility of this incident to the present state of things.
But, surely, if any such prayer to departed saints had
been familiar to their minds, instead of repelling the
religious address of the inhabitants of Lystra at once
and for ever, they would have altered the tone of their
remonstrance, and not have suppressed the truth when
a good opportunity offered itself for imparting it.
And, supposing that it was part of their commission
to announce and explain the invocation of saints at all,
on what occasion could an explanation of the just and
proper invocation of angels and saints departed have
been more appropriate in the Apostles, than when they
were denouncing the unjustifiable offering of sacrifice
to themselves while living? But whether the more
appropriate place for such an announcement were at
Lystra, in Corinth, at Athens, or at Rome, it matters
not; nor whether it would have been more advan-
tageously communicated by their oral teaching, or in
their epistles. Doubtless, had the Apostles, by their
example or teaching, sanctioned the invocation of
saints and angels, in the course of fifty years or more
after our blessed Saviour's resurrection, it would infal-
libly have appeared in some page or other of the New
Testament. Instead of this the whole tenor of the
Holy Volume breathes in perfect accordance with the
spirit of the apostolical remonstrance at Lystra, to
the fullest and utmost extent of its meaning, "We
preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities
to serve the living God/'